
DISCLAIMER: This presentation is provided for information purposes only and is not intended to replace consultation of

any applicable legal sources. Neither the European Commission nor the European Research Executive Agency (or any person
acting on their behalf) can be held responsible for the use made of the guidance provided in this document.
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Staff Exchanges

Support for research 
and innovation staff 

exchanges

COFUND

Co-funding doctoral 
and postdoctoral 

programmes

Doctoral Networks

Doctoral programmes 
in and outside 

academia incl. joint & 
industrial doctorates

Postdoctoral 
Fellowships

Support to excellent 
postdoctoral 
researchers

MSCA and Citizens

Public outreach events 
(Nights)

Total budget 2021-2027: €6.6 billion
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* As of 1 January 2024, UK became an Associated Country to Horizon Europe



Outgoing phase: 12–24m

Return phase: 12m 

Duration: 12-24m Duration: 24-36m

EU  MS/AC

EU  MS/AC EU  MS/AC Third Country

Third Country
+ Non-Academic 

Placement 
Max. 6m

• mobility must start at the beginning 

(excluding secondment);

• no more than 12 months at the return 

phase can be asked 





Postdoctoral researchers only [ELIGIBILITY]

Max. 8 years FTE postdoctoral research experience [ELIGIBILITY] 

Researcher mobility scheme [ELIGIBILITY]

Training and career development through research

12-24m (EF) or 24-36m (GF) + Non-Academic Placement (max. 6m) 

Secondments encouraged (worldwide, up to 1/3 of project duration)

Non-Academic Placements possible (up to 6m at end of project)
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* More details in the MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowship 2025 Guide for Applicants
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Large-Scale 
Evaluation

Due to large number 
of proposals

Standard Peer-
Review 

≥ 3 experts per 
proposal

Bottom-up 
Programme

Proposals and Experts 
from all disciplines

Expert Balance

of experience, 
nationality, gender, 

age, sector, etc.

8 Scientific Panels

CHE, ECO, ENG, ENV, 
LIF, MAT, PHY, SOC

Single-Stage 
Evaluation

Call deadline to funding decision:
5M (+3M to GA signature)



Proposal

Expert 2Expert 1 Expert 3

Individual 
Evaluation 

Report

Individual 
Evaluation 

Report

Individual 
Evaluation 

Report

Consensus 
Discussions

Consensus Report / Evaluation Summary Report 

ALLOCATION OF 
PROPOSALS TO EXPERTS

based on
the scientific field of the 
proposal, including the

DESCRIPTORS and 
KEYWORDS

provided by the 
Applicant
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MSCA 
Postdoctoral 
Fellowships

2024-2025

Contributions for the recruited researcher

Per person-month

Institutional unit 
contributions

Per person month

Living 
Allowance

Mobility 
Allowance

Family 
Allowance

Long-term 
leave allowance 
(if applicable)

Special needs 
allowance (if 
applicable)

Research, 
training and 
networking 
contribution

Management 
and indirect 
contribution

€5,080 €600 €660 €5,680 x % 
covered by 
beneficiary

Requested unit 
x (1/number of 
months)

€1,000 €650

Living Allowance corrected by a country correction coefficient.
Figures are gross amounts.



Part B 
(Technical Description - PDF)

Part A 
(Application Forms)
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj1qtOxpbb3AhV5gv0HHZIoDYQQFnoECAcQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fresearch%2Fparticipants%2Fdata%2Fref%2Fh2020%2Fother%2Fcall_ptef%2Fpt%2Fh2020-call-list-descr-msca-itn_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2BWRya7Il04QS14K-1Lboq
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* Explanation will be given in the MSCA PF 2025 Guide for Applicant 22
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* Criteria described in the Horizon Europe Work Programme 2023-2025 / 2. Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (European Commission Decision 
C(2024) 2371 of 17 April 2024)

1. Excellence 2. Impact
3. Quality and efficiency of the 

implementation

1.1  Quality and pertinence of the project’s research 
and innovation objectives (and the extent to which 
they are ambitious, and go beyond the state of the 
art)

2.1  Credibility of the measures to enhance 
the career perspectives and employability of 
the researcher and contribution to his/her 
skills development

3.1  Quality and effectiveness of the 
work plan, assessment of risks and 
appropriateness of the effort 
assigned to work packages

1.2  Soundness of the proposed methodology 
(including interdisciplinary approaches, 
consideration of the gender dimension and other 
diversity aspects if relevant for the research project, 
and the quality of open 
science practices)

2.2  Suitability and quality of the measures to 
maximise expected outcomes and impacts, as 
set out in the dissemination 
and exploitation plan, including 
communication activities

3.2  Quality and capacity of the host 
institutions and participating 
organisations, including hosting 
arrangements

1.3  Quality of the supervision, training and 
of the two-way transfer of knowledge between the 
researcher and the host

2.3  The magnitude and importance of the 
project’s contribution to the expected 
scientific, societal and economic impacts

1.4  Quality and appropriateness of the researcher’s 
professional experience, competences and skills

Weight:                             50% 30% 20%
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-msca-pf_en.pdf


Mathematics; 
2,14%

Social Sciences 
and Humanities; 

24,06%

Physics; 11,41%

Life Sciences; 
21,33%

Information 
Science and 
Engineering; 

14,19%

Environment and 
Geosciences; 

10,89%

Economic 
Sciences; 1,76%

Chemistry; 
14,22%

All grants (Main List)

Mathematics; 
3,85%

Social Sciences 
and Humanities; 

38,46%

Physics; 7,69%

Life Sciences; 
32,69%

Information 
Science and 
Engineering; 

3,85%

Environment and 
Geosciences; 

5,77%

Economic 
Sciences; 0,00%

Chemistry; 7,69%

Grants from Irish nationals  (Main List) 







Mathematics; 
0,00%

Social Sciences 
and Humanities; 

29,41%

Physics; 7,84%

Life Sciences; 
21,57%

Information 
Science and 
Engineering; 

16,34%

Environment and 
Geosciences; 

5,23%

Economic 
Sciences; 0,00%

Chemistry; 
19,61%

Grants from Irish Hosts (Main List) 
Mathematics; 

2,14%

Social Sciences 
and Humanities; 

24,06%

Physics; 11,41%

Life Sciences; 
21,33%

Information 
Science and 
Engineering; 

14,19%

Environment and 
Geosciences; 

10,89%

Economic 
Sciences; 1,76%

Chemistry; 
14,22%

All grants (Main List)



Missing the Call deadline

Not respecting eligibility requirements (i.e. PhD, mobility or 
max 8 years research experience)

Exceeding the page limits

Missing Letter of Commitment (for Global Fellowships)

Confusing Secondments and Non-Academic Placements

Requesting an ineligible Non-Academic Placement or 
secondment

Using too small font



Call Opening: 08 May 2025 

Call Deadline: 10 Sept 2025 

Evaluation Period: Oct 2025 – Jan 2026

Launch Grant Preparation:   Feb 2026 

Project Starting Dates: Apr 2026 - Sept 2027
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2023-2024/wp-2-msca-actions_horizon-2023-2024_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2025-PF-01-01
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions/horizon-europe-msca-how-apply_en#postdoctoral-fellowships--call-2024
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-msca-pf_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2024-PF-01-01
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/agr-contr/unit-mga_he_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/node_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/contact/research-enquiry-service_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
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